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LOYAL SPEECL 


OF 
GEORGE PLAXTONE, M. A. 
Miniſter of Sheriti-Hales 1» Shropſhire ; $p5fen ot $hit- 


>, 


nal, in the ſame County, upon the Proclamation of his Szcred 1{1- 


Jjefty, Kings JAMES the Second, &c. 


Gentleme a! | 
OU have laid the greateſt Task upon me, that I ever under-went Tp 
all my Days : You have oblizved me to {pak of th2 mot cnporcan: 
MViatters of our Nation, and allowed me ſcarce ons Vinucy tor Thou 5. 
or Premeditation : But may that Almighty Power, by whou K; 95 
reign, inſtruct me! and may an Heart and Soul tull of Loy alty, furmnih 1. 
Tonvue Witt) Argument and Elocution ! | 
Viy Unacrtaking 1s great and difticuir: Who can ſpea!: of Kings, with- 
our Awe and Reverence ? Or, Who can be e an Orator, when thoic '['wo 
contrary Paſizons of Grief and Joy, at once frrugzie in "his Brent 2 ] Cail- 
not look back to the Peaceful Days of Chand the S-condi; 1 Cannot rc- 
member tie ay Happineiles of his Reign, but I mult drop a 1. un- 
on his Hearſe : Nor can I look fi rwards, towards the preſent Glories 0” I ores 
the Second, bus I am overwhelm *d - ith ſoy, and a Loyal ' Iran: Port ioizes 
me. We have loft One of the Belt f Princes, which ever [way*y cli Bri- 
tiſh Scepters, Charles the Gracious ; a Trince, who was the Care of 5eaven, 
the Darling of his Subjects ; wh: os T ite was a Miracle, and iis whole Reion 
one continued Bleffing : Merty and Juſtice were the Supporters of his | hrone ; 
and Peace and Gooa Wifhes the Legacy he has left us. I cannot relate 
the laſt Words of that incomparable Prince, without a Si-;h ; I dare not 
__ taem, without Tears for our general Loſs : "Ihus 1c remembred us in 
i11s dying Words, it ſuch a Prince may be faid to die : Brother! I 2:2 now 
going 10 reſign up my Sf to God, and my Crown and Government to 102; 
Graut Te theſe few Requeſt 's. 
F. In-all Tour Undertakings, ſet the Fear of God before Tour Eyes, and bt 
that =_ a por. 
iT. Rex:ember to maintain the Church of England, as zow by Law Eft abliſhed. 
JiT. Govera Tour Subjects with Mercy, Eaſe and Pecce. 
IV. Be good to my Queen, and Chilaren. 
'ihis was the Royal Legacy which he left us ; a Legacy, truly becom- 
117 f{uch a Prince 25 Charics the Second. Bur this is not all, though a great 
cal more than we deſerved, the greateſt Bleſſing 15 itil behind ; ; He has 
ivlt us 1s Reval Brother, TAME S- the Second, to Succee:] him in his 
Phrone, and Vertues : "Phis mult wipe away all our Griets, this matt make 
- our Foys Perf, and Crowa our Lives with a laſtinz 7 Happinels. The S:z 
is fer W ith us; but no Nieht follows : Charles the Gracio!s, 1s Only Cx= 
mand 'd | for AMES the Juſt : And though our King be dead, vet the 
| Wes. We « are bleſt again with a Gracious Prince; A Prince, 
ics need no Pancerrick - and to Praiſe him accordins r to his moir 


Excclione Greatneſs, : 1s above the feeble Power of Oratory and Elogueiice, 
What Vertucs can We wiſh for in a Prince, which our Po Soveratgn 
brin:zzs not to is Throne? What Joyes are wagting to make us Happy, 


which 1 Hh: will not beſtow ? 


A. Would 


- 
"x 


Would we have our Religion ſecured ? ®We have the Laws on our fide, 
and the Royal Word of a King for't: The King has declared, "That he 


.,- will maintain our Religion, as now by Law Eſtabliſhed ; and do what in4 
© him lies, ro make the Church of Eze/azd flouriſh. | 


Gentlemen ! Where the Word of a King is, there is Power : And what the 
King hath declared, he will make good ; for no Prince is jufter to his Word, 
than he is. Would we have our Rights and Liberties preſerved ? We have 


* a Prince of the greateſt Juſtice upon Earth. WhiPſt he was a Subject, he 


was the moſt Faithtul Friend, and the Beſt of Maſters to his Servants ; and,T 

hope, a good Maſter will never make an ill King. But more ; We have his 
. wo * 1 > . y 8 . 

Royal Promiſe, That he will walk in the Steps of his deareſt Brother. Would 

we have the Glories of our Kingdom maintain'd ; . would we ſee the' Old 


' Exeliſh Bravery once again Flouriſh! We have now the moſt Victorious 


and Warlke Prince in Chriffendom ; a King, who dares attempt any thing, 
but an ill Act; a King, who has been a Souldier almoſt from his Cradle. 
I need not tell you, how he ſignalized his Valour under the Proteftaut Ma- 
reſchal 7rrexre 10 Fraxce: 1 need not ſpeak of his Magnanimity under Doz 
Jaan of Arſtria, againſt the French King then in League with the Engliſh 
Rebels : I need not remember you of the Extraordinary Hazards of his Royal 
Perſon, in the Dutch Engagements, fighting tor the Rights and Honour of 
our Nation, and expoling himiclf in a Shower of Fire and Bullets ; Bullets, 
which dijtinguiih not the greateſt Prince from the meaneſt Souldier. | 

Gentlemen ! He was then the Joy and Treaſure of our Nation ; and our 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, did not only gratefully acknowledge his Ser- 
vices ; bur did almolt Loyally chide him, fot hazarding his Royal Perſon in 
War, in whom all our Hopes and Expectations ,were center'd. He is {till 
the ſame FTAMES the Fuſt, the Valiant, and the Brave tough we (I wiſh 
T were not to name it, tor the Honour of my Nation) ingratefully revolted 
trom him. | | 

Away then with all Phazatick Fears and Jcalouſies! Can the Grand-Child 
of James the Peaceful, can the Son of Charles the Martyr, can the Brother of 
Charles the Grations, can the Victorious and Juſt Fames Duke of York and 
Albany prove an ill King ? It cannot be. Can he, who has been an Obe- 
dient Subje& for Fifty two Years together ; can the juſteſt Maſter, and the 
firmeſt Friend, and the moſt Faithful Brother, prove an ill King? It can- 
not be ; and God forbid, that any one ſhould think it. 

Gentlemen ! Let us remember our Duties, and endeavour all we can to be 
Loyal ; and then we necd not doubt, but Ged will bleſs us with a Merciful 
and a Gracious King. Our Submiſſion to his Rule, our Content and Chear- 
ful Obedience under his Government, will retura to us in Showers of Mercy, 
Kindneſs and Juſtice. 


Good Subjects do gencrally make good Kings ; and if our Kin ſhould 


prove otherwiſe, it will be our own Faults. What ſhall I ſay more : C harles 
the Gracious (till lives in JAMES the Juſt, We have only chang d the 
Name, not alter'd the Sovereign. 

Away then with thoſe odious Names of Whigg and Tory ; let 'em be for- 
gotten and buried : Let us remember, that we are Chriſtians, and Engliſh- 
Men ; the former will teach us Loyalty and Allegiance to our King ; Love, 
Unity, and Good Wiſhes towards one another : the latter wall engage us to 
maintain the Glories and Peace of our Church and Nation ; and to preſerve 
the Beſt of Kzzes, and the Happielt of Governments, Let us all, with ope 
Heart and Mind, Bleſs God tor theſe Mercies ; and fay, 


God ſave King JAMES the Second. 
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